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For Release: February 24, 2016

NEW WHOLE FOODS STORE TO OPEN IN 2017
Mayor Tecklenburg calls it ‘Great news for West Ashley’

Charleston, S.C.—At a press conference this afternoon, Mayor John Tecklenburg announced
that West Ashley will soon have a major new retailer, when Whole Foods joins Doscher's
Supermarket in the Doscher's Shopping Center.

"Last month, in my first State of the City address, I laid out a comprehensive vision for a newly
reimagined and revitalized West Ashley -- a West Ashley with stronger and more beautiful
neighborhoods, better and more responsive citizen services, and a varied and vibrant retail
economy. Today, I'm proud to report that we're taking our first concrete step toward making
that vision a reality, with the announcement that one of America's great retailers, Whole Foods,
will soon be building a major new store next to Doscher’s, in the Doscher's Center on Highway
17. This is great news for West Ashley, and great news for all of Charleston," Tecklenburg said.

According to a company press release, West Ashley shoppers can expect the new store to open
in 2017.

"West Ashley is a great market and there is a lot of opportunity there," said Omar Gaye, Whole
Foods Market South Region President. "The Charleston community has been very receptive to
us, there is a lot of interest in bringing local, healthy food options, and we are excited to be
adding to our roster of stores in the area."

In closing, Tecklenburg made it clear that this was just the beginning for West Ashley.

"As a West Ashley resident, I understand how vital this revitalization effort is -- and I plan to
keep working together with citizens, City Council members, and the business community until
West Ashley is the crown jewel it can and should be."
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